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Briercliffe with Extwistle Parish Council
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs] Thursday 14th May  2026 at 7.30pm at Briercliffe Community Centre. 
Present: Councillors, Roger Frost (Chair),Pippa Lishman (Vice Chair), Carrie Halstead. Gordon Lishman, with incoming Cllrs, Samual Phillips, Maggie Lishman, Alison Griffin and Nicola Harvey. 
In Attendance: 8 x Members of the Public, Parish Lengthsman,  Borough Councillor Anne Kelly and  R Greenwood (Clerk)  

	[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]The Chair, Cllr Frost,  opened and welcomed all to the meeting. Members and the public were informed that the meeting was being recorded for training and accuracy purposes.  

	
	Actions by Clerk
	Cllr Support

	26/27030  Apologies for absence

	Apologies were received from C. Cllr Mark Poulton. 

	
	

	26/27/031 Disclosable Pecuniary Interest

	Two  Councillors declared a Pecuniary Interest, Cllr Frost in planning and Cllr Maggie Lishman in the renewal subscription for CVS

	
	

	26/27/032 To elect a Chair and Vice Chair for the municipal year 2026/27

	Cllr Roger Frost proposed that Cllr Pippa Lishman be Chair for the forthcoming year. Seconded by Cllr S Phillips - 6 agree - 1  abstention . It was resolved that Cllr Pippa Lishman be the Chair for the municipal year 2026/27

Cllr Gordon Lishman proposed  that Cllr Carrie Halstead be Vice Chair for the forthcoming year. Seconded by Cllr Roger Frost, 6 agree and 1 abstention. It was resolved that Cllr Carrie Halstead be the Vice Chair for the municipal year 2026/27

	
	

	26/27/033 Appointment of Lead Councillors
	
	

	There is to be a deferral of the appointment of council leads with the exception of Contract Lead, for the interim the existing leads will continue with their being a lead and a working group to share the responsibility. 

The Communication Group will split into an IT section and a section who will look at notice boards, newsletters etc.

Cllr Maggie Lishman proposed herself as Contract Lead, seconded by Cllr Frost, All in favour. It was resolved that Cllr M Lishman be Contract Lead. 

Strategy Group - it was requested that the Parish Council met to form a strategy group going forward. The clerk will forward the date for this. 

There was a request for Councillor walks - this is where Councillors walk the village and familiarise themselves with issues and areas. 
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	26/27/034 Minutes of the Parish Council Meetings

	The minutes of the meeting in April 2026 were accepted and signed as a true record. 

	
	

	226/27/035  Matters outstanding from the previous Minutes

	There has been no response regarding the wall at the Spar. 

	
	

	26/27/036 Formally adjourn for Public Questions

	Written questions submitted and received are tabled below x2. 

Question One: Grass on the Halifax Road, Lane Bottom. Whilst this area has been traditionally cared for by local residents, a request has been received to place this back on the Lengthsman grass cutting schedule. Answer -It was resolved to include this area in the Lengthsman’s duties. 

Question Two: A request has been made by C. Cllr Mark Poulton for the Parish Council to purchase and maintain a grit bin on McLindon Court. The road is unadopted so LCC Highways cannot facilitate the grit bin. The clerk is to contact Calico who own /built the housing estate and make the request to Calico - it was agreed, in principle, that the Parish Council would facilitate the grit bin. The item will be on the June agenda when the clerk has an answer from Calico. 

Question Three: A request was made for the public to see individual rents for the garages and allotments posted on the website. This along with deposits and water bills.  Answer - consideration will be given to this requests when the Parish Council has taken advise about GDPR. Explanation was given that two people deal with each cash or cheque transaction and on Scribe deposits, key deposits, rent and water are all on individual cost codes. 

Question Four: the metal gate request on the allotments is still outstanding. Answer - this will form part of the fencing project works.  
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	26/27037 Police Report

	No Police report was received,  the clerk to ask for a retrospective report. 

	Clerk
	

	26/27/038 County Councillor Report

	The report from C. Cllr Mark Poulton is tabled below. From the report the clerk is to write and request a collaborated approach to improving the triangle of land under the boundary stone that belongs to a private owner and is within the Pendle Boundary not Briercliffe.

	
Clerk
	

	26/27/039 Borough Council Report

	The report was given by Cllr Anne Kelly and Cllr Maggie Lishman, and is tabled below. 

	
	

	26/27040 Community Centre Report

	The report is tabled below. 

There was contentious discussion regarding a conversation between Cllr Anne Kelly and Cllr Roger Frost.

Questions were asked about the way the Parish Council dealt with the forced sale of the Community Centre and has caused a lot of community concern. 

Cllr Maggie Lishman proposed that the clerk write to the Monitoring Officer and request an independent report into the handling of this matter.  Proposed Maggie Lishman, Seconded Roger Frost and all in favour. It was resolved that an independent report be produced into the sale of the community centre. 

From this it was requested that all disposal or surrender of assets - to or from the Parish Council be subject to a public meeting.  Proposed Alison Griffin seconded Maggie Lishman All in favour. It was resolved to undertake a public asset meeting regarding assets. 

	









Clerk
	

	26/27/041 Planning Working Group

	LCC/2026/0016
Proposed erection of replacement boundary treatment, comprising 4.7m tall concrete panel wall around East, West and South perimeter of existing
scrap metal recycling site. Location: Metro Metals Former Michelin Club, Widow Hill Road, Burnley, BB10 2TJ

PA/2026/0062
Proposed first floor side extension and ground floor rear extension with associated internal alterations and site works including new perimeter fence and retaining wall the partially raise/level rear garden.

Cllr P Lishman attended the online meeting regarding Widdop Windfarm as part of the Parish Forum. https://www.calderdaleenergypark.co.uk/document-library/ 

	
	

	26/27/042 Communications Working Group

	The newsletter will be published soon. 
Cllrs were asked for their photograph to update to the website. 

	
	

	26/27/043 Contractor Working Group

	It was agreed that a contract will be given to the Lengthsman by the 1st August 2026

	
	

	26/27/044 Allotments Working Group

	· Waiting lists –  Total of 5 waiting - 1 livery, 4 allotment, 0 pens
 additional 6 out of area -  1 livery, 3 allotment, 2 pens
refreshed Waiting list to be published to website 
· Terminations / Deposit info – 1 – deposit required £100 to return
· Allocations – 0 Vacant plot is a Pen, no one in parish waiting a Pen, offer as allotment – or go out of Parish to 1st Pen application. It was resolved to offer within the Parish first as a Allotment Plot.
· Rent Day – 2026 / 27 invoices will be sent in next few days- apologies for delay due to closing financial year
· Maintenance –gates and tap work completed as part of Lengthsman’s work
Fencing work to be agreed and finalise start date
· Committee Meeting dates to be agreed with new working group
Other info
 Date for Inspection to be agreed asap
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	26/27/045 Garages Working Group

	There is no Garage lead at present. This will be resolved at the next meeting. 
	
	

	26/27/046 Project Working Group

	No report this month. 
	
	

	26/27/047 Policies Working Group

	A revised and condensed version of the Standing Orders has been circulated for comments and additions. It will be on the agenda for approval at the next meeting. 

	
	

	26/27/048 Staffing Working Group

	The clerk is due her annual appraisal. 
	
	

	26/27/049 Woodland Walk Committee 

	Cllr Frost had included in his Chair’s report about the woodland walk. 

Former Cllr M Greenwood and the Parish Lengthsman were thanked for their work. 

There is the need for more hedging and pruning works, and a further 50 or so tree’s to be felled. 

	
	

	26/27/050 Finance

	The income and expenditure is tabled below. 

There have been three incidents of fraudulent direct debits set up on our account. These were swiftly dealt with and the money refunded. 

The online banking for the allotment and garages account is now complete. Cllr Pippa Lishman proposed that all Councillors were signatures at the bank. Seconded Cllr Halstead, All in Favour It was resolved the mandate would be change to enable all members to be signatories for all accounts. 
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	26/27/051 Devolution. 

	Parish Wood and Ginny Spring Wood - This is being deferred until the documents have been reviewed by legal and will be subject to a public meeting. 

	
	

	26/27/052 Clerks Report

	1. Bank- visits x 3 and phone calls to the bank. 3 incidents of fraudulent Direct Debits, now refunded. 
2. Complaints x 3 – forwarded to appropriate person and / or under investigation. 
3. Audit – books ready to go to the accountant and spent time walking the village photographing assets.  HMRC Basic’s year closed all paperwork submitted to HMRC
4. No response from the Spar – including no details of the landlord. 
5. Hand over from Cllr Michael Greenwood – I wish to thank him for his guidance and handover
6. Meetings with Cllrs Frost and G Lishman. 
7. Meeting with the Lengthsman regarding contract and work expectations. 
8. Liaise with LCC regarding the Woodland Walk deeds of surrender – legal quote sought. 
9. CPD – Cilca and Scribe Training attended. 
10. Liaise with Cllr Lishman and Halstead re debtors

Request for more storage on the Clerks email account. 
Request for access to Brightspace – this will be approx. £200 for the ability to complete Cilca. 
Request for Yellow Book – approx. £200 for next financial year. 

	
	

	26/27/053 Date of the next meeting

	4th June 2026, 2nd July 2026, 6th August 2026. 3rd September 2026, 1st October 2026,  5th November 2026 and  3rd December 2026
A request was made that meetings start at 7pm, the clerk to contact the community centre to see if this can be facilitated.
A request was made for a date change on the 5th November 2026. The clerk to contract the Booking agent to see if this can be done. 

	
	





County Councillor Mark Poulton Report. 
Highways
· Rationale for Halifax Road highways work. Halifax road had major patchwork and pothole repairs carried out in the 6 months prior. Recent LCC highways policy is to prolong the life of a road when major repairs have been carried out, a surface dressing is then added to prolong the repairs underneath saving visit frequency and taxpayers costs.
· Pothole repairs carried out on Burnley Road more to complete target completion May 28th
· Numerous side street repairs completed.
· Todmorden Road, Cockden submitted to highways for repair.
· Speed camera warning signs Halifax Road and Holt Hill contacted road safety team to see if we meet criteria for installation.

Planning
· Two applications submitted to clerk from LCC

A.O.B
· Discussions held with Burnley Green Space and ASB Team and on-going issues at the picnic area Briercliffe.
· Frequency of dog and waste bin collections needs monitoring to see if sufficient a resident reporting several bins full and spilling on to footpaths.
· Is there a plan for flowers to be planted around the village, other neighbouring villages are already in bloom.
· The area at the side of the Commercial pub with the Harle Syke sign and stone looks unkept could this be cleaned and flowers planted or flower tubs added.

Borough Council Report. 
Litter and Dog Poo Bins
There was a problem over the Bank Holiday with emptying bins because the contractors have had difficulties.  Cllr Maggie Lishman has followed up asking for urgent action to deal with the issue and hold the contractor to account. Cllr Anne Kelly has dealt with fly-tipping round the skip.
 
More widely, Maggie has received a plan from the Council setting out where bins are currently provided. Copies of the plan will be available at the Parish Council meeting. Parish Councillors are asked to review the information and make proposals for moving the bins or adding more.  We shall also be consulting residents.  As ever, the underlying issue is about the cost of emptying bins, but we can certainly ensure that they are in the right places and are big enough to cope.  There is a specific issue around the new Goldcrest Drive estate where the dog waste bin needs to be re-positioned.  We should see where new litter bins need to be positioned when the development is completed.
 
We emphasise again to residents that they can use any litter bin for dog waste.
 
Hillingdon Road/Standen Hall Drive
Heavy traffic to the McDermotts site has increased the problem of traffic turning out onto the Drive and there have been several near misses.  The Councillors proposed to LCC as the Highways Authority that there should be a sign on Hillingdon Road before the junction and that the white lines at the end of the road should be re-painted.  LCC has turned down the requests.
 
LCC Highways
Cllr Maggie recently had one of her occasional meetings with Burnley Council staff and the County Highways Director.  It gave her another opportunity to raise concerns from Burnley and Briercliffe residents about the state of our roads.  She drew attention to the need to co-ordinate major works so that it is possible to find at least one major road out of Burnley without temporary traffic lights!
 
Apparently, LCC is prioritizing “top-dressing” a larger number of roads than it would be possible to re-surface fully.  This leaves roads with the most urgent needs lower in the queue for major work.  The state of Burnley Road and Briercliffe Road is one example.
 
Halifax Road
This explains the reason why Halifax Road has been “top-dressed” rather than undertaking more basic works on more important roads in a worse state.  It would have been good to have re-painted the white lines on the Burnley side of the Haggate junction at the same time as those on the Halifax Road side.
 
Briercliffe Medical Centre
The surgery is organising a Health & Wellbeing event on Tuesday, June 23 at the Medical Centre.  It will offer services to residents and there will be a number of other organisations attending to explain to patients what they can offer.  Cllr Maggie Lishman has been using her contacts to involve relevant local organisations such as the Council for Voluntary Services and Downtown.  Residents are invited to come along and take advantage of the occasion to improve their health and wellbeing.
 
Walshaw Mill
There have been further complaints about noise from the mill, particularly in the early morning.  As before, the Council would welcome specific information about times and problems.  The Council has provided noise monitoring equipment to residents who have asked and can do so for others.
 
Ellerbeck Close
Cllr Anne Kelly has spent a lot of time on a problem with rats at the Close which Burnley’s Streetscene department is addressing.
 
Overflow from the Re-Cycling Centre
Before the recent election, Gordon Lishman took up with Burnley Council the problem of rubbish sent by winds over to the bridle path and trees, particularly at the top end of the site.  Burnley raised the issue with LCC which operates the site and we provided more information about specific areas.  The site manager has agreed to renew their efforts to clean up.
 
Gilbert Street
The positioning of bollards at the ends of the street means that residents have full access to the land in front of their houses. which means they should now be able to use it as gardens.  In most but not all cases, residents own the land.  There are complicated planning implications.  We intend to discuss with residents and hold a meeting to see what they want to do next and then to support them in being able to use the land.
 
Drug-Dealing
We have referred a complaint about drug dealing to police. We encourage people to report any suspicions which can be done anonymously.
 
Standen Hall Development
The footpath through Goldcrest Drive is now open although there might be temporary closures while work is completed on the top houses.
The trench at the bottom of Goldcrest Drive was repaired after we raised it.  We have also drawn McDermotts’ attention to the flooding problem after very heavy rain recently.
Individual Matters
We have also worked several residents on more personal issues including Council Tax and planning matters.
New Councillor
We congratulate Mark Poulton on his election as a Borough Councillor and will work with him for the benefit of Briercliffe residents.

Community Centre Report. 
I have brought this report myself so that if there are any questions I can answer them.
During the recent election campaign there have been a lot of inaccurate and nasty comments being shared on social media and directly at the management committee. I would like to set the record straight.
The community Centre Management comprises, me as both Chair and Treasurer, Christine Stuttard as the Booking Agent, Susan Meeks as Vice Chair and Cllr Roger Frost and the 4 of us have been volunteers for over 30 years. In the last few months Bobbie Burton has joined us and is bringing us into the 21st Century. Parish Councillor Cllr Pippa Lishman has joined us too. The time commitment is huge. As Booking Agent Christine takes bookings, shows people round, arranges keys and lets people in then goes back to lock up and sometimes has to clean up if people haven’t left it tidy and clean. This is every weekend and sometimes during the week too. She also provides the flowers and hanging baskets. I do the monthly bills, quarterly bills, end of year statement and balances, pay cash in bank and organise the gas , electricity and fire extinguisher checks and make sure the fire door is clear and unhindered. The Secretary and I have spent many hours over the last 2 months trying to sort out online banking and how to pay cash into the Bank while the Burnley branch is closed. Susan has always supported us in loads of ways and will open and close the Centre at weekends. My husband is the only person who understands and can programme the boiler and gets called upon every time there’s a problem. He has also cut the grass.
We all regularly check the building and arrange any maintenance.
A few months ago Bobbie Burton joined us and she has been brilliant. We have needed new committee members for years especially younger ones. She has made a Facebook page and updates it weekly which includes the regular meetings and classes with details of who to contact. She has come with new ideas and has started 3 new groups which she runs herself. They include different age ranges and activities from a mums and tots group, a coffee morning for everyone and a craft group for primary school children. She is Deputy Booking Agent for when Christine is away. She’s planning a fundraising day in June which Radio Lancashire are going to cover so that will promote us.
We have recently gone on to Online Banking which has taken some sorting out and we now have an electronic diary system.
Since the Centre’s landlord has changed, everything has continued exactly the same and the new landlord has been very supportive. As well as buying the centre and the land, he paid for the planning permission to demolish the library and create a carpark, he paid for the tarmac and personally cut back the trees. For the first year we only paid half of the rent. We appreciate that the rent has significantly risen but think it is a fair price to go with the 25 year lease. We have been working hard to increase our income to cover it. We have increased rental costs especially for businesses but are aware of the balance needed to encourage community groups and not make it unaffordable. We are also applying for a grant for a new boiler and Bobbie and Rachel have been looking at funding to help with our utility costs.  
The Centre costs the Parish Council absolutely nothing. The £1,500 they pass on to us comes from the precept from the residents of Briercliffe. It roughly costs a Band A property 90p per YEAR  and a Band D property £1.30 per YEAR which is surely acceptable. The Parish Clerk is our Secretary and we pay the PC for her time.
 The Community Centre works and thrives because of volunteers from the community. These people organise events and give their time. It is the volunteers who make the community centre work and be successful.
We have been concerned about the number of online comments and lies about the centre and wanted to make it clear that the centre is running exactly the same as always thanks to the few people who put in all the time and effort. Councillor Frost came to our last committee meeting and told us that the PC will no longer support the Community Centre as it is unviable. Those of us who work hard and give up a lot of our time felt very hurt and insulted that we hadn’t been included or informed of any of those decisions and would like the PC to clarify their position.
 Anne Kelly
Christine Stuttard
Susan Meeks 



Finance - income and expenditure

	Expenditure
	
	Cheque no
	General a/c
	Allotment a/c

	CVS Membership
	
	2124
	15.00
	

	Employer NIC
	
	2125
	47.55
	

	Clerk Paye
	
	2126
	37.80
	

	Clerk Salary
	
	2127
	696.20
	

	Clear Council Insurance
	
	2128
	747.36
	

	LALC Subscription
	
	2129
	635.41
	

	Burton Garden
	Inv 49 Split payment
	2130
	415.50
	

	Burton Garden
	Inv 49 Split payment
	2131
	138.50
	

	Burton Garden
	Inv 56
	2132
	692.50
	

	Affordable Skips
	
	186
	
	270.00

	Allot Gate Sign
	
	187
	
	11.49

	Blakey’s Allot Gates
	
	188
	
	74.10

	Burton Garden
	
	189
	
	138.50

	Burton Garden
	
	2133
	69.25
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	3495.07
	494.09



 Income was received via Burnley Borough Council for the Precept and Maintenance Grant. £25000 and £258 respectively. 
Public Questions x 2
	Room Hire and ground rent	 £1500
	The Parish Council supports the Community Centre as an important community asset. 

	1. How much rent is paid monthly and provide a breakdown?

	The invoice for community centre rent comes to the Parish Council as the tenant each March. The Parish Council pays £1,500 in the current year and the Community Centre pays the remainder. 

	2. Why are the taxpayers within the parish paying ground rent for a building that is no longer a parish asset and the parish no longer own the building?
	The Parish Council is the tenant of Williams Lettings. The Council is the lessee.
The Council pays to support a Community Centre that supports over 250 residents per week many of whom would not access provision elsewhere. 
There is no ground rent payment.

	Insurance 750
I am going to assume, from previous discussions, that this is insurance for the community centre, please correct me if I am wrong.
11. Does this payment cover the contents, building or both.
If this payment is for the building: 
1.  Again, why are the taxpayers within the parish paying insurance for a building that is no longer a parish asset and the parish no longer own the building?
2.  Should the community centre be responsible for this and the monies be taken from the community centre accounts?

	This is the insurance for the Parish Council and the work it undertakes and nothing to do with the Community Centre. 
The Community Centre Association maintains their own appropriate insurances. 

	Legal Fees 1500
1. Can you please provide a breakdown for the above?

	The anticipated legal fees relate to:
1. Possible Legal action involving a debtor to the Parish Council.
2. Legal advice associated with Local Government Reorganisation, including consideration to potential transfers of land, assets, or services from Lancashire County Council and Burnley Borough Council.
3. Legal work required to register Parish Council–owned land with HM Land Registry.
4. Under this is also the Employers Liability for salaries. 

	Community Centre	 240
Once again, why are the taxpayers within the parish paying for projects relating to a building that is no longer a parish asset and the parish no longer own the building?
	This cost represents the Clerk’s time which is reimbursed retrospectively by the Community Centre Association.
The Clerk acts as Secretary to the Association. This is therefore not a net cost to the Parish Council

	Small Projects 600
	This includes the net cost of Christmas Parcels for the over 80s in Briercliffe, and other community events organised by the Parish Council Projects Group; including activities for families, and the competitions for window displays and gardens as some examples. The budget amount is intended to leave scope for initiatives during the year.

	Can you please provide a breakdown of what these entail.
Remembrance	 	120
	The Council buys the Parish Council wreaths and the wreaths for partners. Partners’ cost is repaid by them. Refreshments are provided and served by volunteers at no cost to the Council. The Audio is provided by a volunteer donating time and equipment. We pay the Lengthsman for some time in preparation, but that is covered in the Lengthsman budget.

		25/26/0557 Projects Working Group
	 
	 

	Community Planting – Cllr Halstead presented the idea of Community Planting with 9 areas potentially identified. Cllr P Lishman proposed that the Community Planting Group and Blooming Briercliffe could work together.
	
	


1.  Can you please provide a list of the 9 areas potentially identified.
	Various areas have been discussed. The number nine arose informally during discussion as an indicative figure rather than as a confirmed or agreed list.
The following locations were referenced during discussion as potential areas for community planting:
1. Delamere
2. Standen Hall
3. Lydgate / Stanbury
4. (existing planter areas) Bowling Green, Turning Circle, Memorial Garden at Haggate
These include both new potential locations and existing planted areas that may benefit from enhancement or continuation.
It was also discussed that:
· Additional areas may be identified in future, including locations associated with new noticeboards.
· Opportunities could be developed in partnership with Blooming Briercliffe, building on existing schemes and volunteer involvement.
· No final or exhaustive list has been agreed at this stage, and no commitment has been made to a fixed number of locations.
Also noted that some of the proposed and existing planter locations are on land owned by Burnley Borough Council. Where this is the case, the Parish Council is in discussion with Burnley BC.

	It was very disappointing to read the following in the previous minutes from Anne Kelly:
“ At our committee meeting last week we were shocked and disappointed to be told unofficially that the Parish Council has decided that the Community Centre is not viable in the long term. There has been absolutely no discussion with the committee. The Parish Council signed a 25 year lease only a year ago and the few committee members have worked really hard to attract new users and find different ways of funding and think we have been successful”.
1.  Why was Anne Kelly informed, and when, of this and not the taxpayers of the parish.  Contrary to the reply given on this quoting minutes can I make it be known that these references only relate to LCC selling off the land with NO mention of the community centre.
	As the report states, this was an unofficial comment made by one of the Parish Councillors. This does not reflect the position of the Parish Council. There has been no discussion by the Parish Council and no resolution. 

	As per the asset register for the community centre the parish council should have notified the residents and then been given the opportunity to bid for the community centre and land.  The parish council have misled the community by NOT stating the community centre was included in the sale…..   
	The original lease was signed in the 1990s and it contained a yielding up clause, which we understand is the normal underlying legal position. The current Parish Council inherited this and informed the Council and the public as soon as a legal adviser gave the Council this information.

	Discussion about the fencing around the allotment office was discussed with this fencing being the last to be completed and only if there was enough money left in the budget to do so.
1. Please can you provide a copy of the funding details
Can I please reiterate that contrary to what some of the parish council believe every penny that comes in and out of the parish has an impact on every tax paying household regardless of which part of the parish they live!
	The fencing at the ‘office’ was discussed as the final phase of works, conditional upon sufficient funds remaining within the approved budget; priority is to be given to tenanted areas.

See below for information about the grant for fencing

Any grants or external funding applied for in relation to the allotments are:
· Ring‑fenced exclusively for allotment use
· Spent directly on the allotment site
· Do not draw on, compete with, or reduce funding available for other Parish Council projects or for other community groups elsewhere in the parish.
Grant funding is awarded on a project‑specific basis, and securing funding for allotments does not impact the Parish Council’s ability, nor that of other organisations, to apply for funding for projects across Briercliffe.

There is now an Allotment Committee which includes allotment tenants. This ensures that those directly affected by allotment decisions are consulted and involved in discussions relating to management, improvements, and future plans.

To the best of our knowledge, Parish Councillors agree that money received and spent by the Council from the precept affects every Council Tax‑paying household in the parish, regardless of where they live.

	The annual Briercliffe Gala will not run this year.
1. what is the reasoning behind this?
	The Gala is an independent body and nothing to do with the parish council. The Parish Council lease the use of the land for the Gala day only. 

	The Parish Council has been awarded Pride of Place Impact Funding. This will be split over three projects, 1. The Woodland Walk to improve the path and to plant the area. 2. Renewable energy for the Community Centre and 3 Festive lighting to enhance the lights at the Bowling Green. Proposed PL Seconded RF All in Favour. It was resolved to accept the funding.
1. Once again, the community centre is mentioned.  Why are we requesting funding for a building that is no longer deemed viable by the Parish Council.
2. Is the Pride of Place Impact Funding aware that the parish no longer own the community centre.
	The Parish Council had 5 members at the time that the grant application was announced. Those 5 members were asked what projects they would like to run based on their volunteer time and areas of expertise and resident requests. This led to an underspend of the potential fund of £20k. To maximise the benefit for the community the clerk asked if the underspend could be used towards the Community Centre. 

The use of renewable energy for the Community Centre will reduce energy costs.

The Parish Council does not own all land involved in planting and improvement schemes; however, Pride of Place funding is intended to improve community facilities, shared spaces, and local assets, regardless of ownership, provided the benefit is public.


	Whilst I appreciate your upset at the sale of the community centre, along with others in the community, should the Parish council be throwing tax payers money at a building when the “Parish Council has deemed the community centre as not viable”.
	As above, the Parish Council has not deemed the Community Centre to be non-viable. Statements to that effect refer solely to an unofficial personal opinion of a single Councillor and do not represent Council policy, discussion, or resolution as per the report on the minutes.  

We disagree that the Parish Council’s support for the Community Centre is “throwing tax-payers money”.

	William Letting £ 2550
The Parish Council made the decision it was no longer deemed viable.  Why is the Parish paying the rent for the Community Centre?  Surely this should be taken from their own accounts.
	The rent for this year was reduced from £5,100 to £2,550. The amount was made up from £1,500 from the Parish Council Precept and the remainder from the Community Centre account. 

Please see above as to the viability of the Community Centre. 

	Water £3000
	Water is metered and paid for by the parish council then invoiced out with the rent the following year to ensure that tenants only pay what the parish council has paid out. 




	1. Parker Street / Milton Street – Land Maintenance
In January, it was agreed that the land at the top of Parker Street and Milton Street would be strimmed and litter picked.
· What action has been taken since this decision, including dates and who was responsible?
· If this has not been completed, when will it be done and how will this be monitored going forward?

	This area was mentioned in Feb this was mentioned under Contractor Working Group.  
 
We would not have taken responsibility for this area as the  land at the top of Parker Street and Milton Street is not owned by the Parish Council and is, in fact, unadopted land. As such, the Parish Council does not have direct responsibility for its maintenance, and so would not normally agree to add to cyclical maintenance.
 
We did agree that the area would be highlighted to the local volunteer litter pickers as a potential focus location for their activities including suggestion that local residents planned an date the volunteers and others could assist them on.
 
We also agree to pass to County Councillor – who was present and believe took the info at the time.
 
We could review a one of strim to be completed now raised again, but as its public money need to review what  public benefit to all this has.  The area although unsightly does not restrict access and is not a high priority access other than to the few residents on those streets

	2. Use of Personal Email for Parish Council Business
It is my understanding that Parish Council business may be conducted via personal email accounts.
· Can you confirm whether this is happening, and if so, how this complies with UK GDPR and record-keeping requirements?
· What controls are in place to ensure information is securely stored, accessible, and retrievable for public record purposes?
	Legally, only the Clerk is required to hold a .gov.uk email address.  However, the Parish Council has agreed to standardise the use of Parish Council email accounts across all councillors, as this is considered best practice.
Controls in place:
· A remote storage drive is used to ensure documents can be stored centrally and retrieved where required.
· Moving forward, increased use of official Parish Council email accounts will strengthen compliance with UK GDPR and record-keeping obligations.

	3. Recording of Meetings (Mobile Phone Use)
The minutes confirm that meetings are recorded for training and accuracy purposes.
· Whose device is used to record meetings, and is it a council-owned or personal device?
· Where are recordings stored and for how long?
· Who has access to these recordings?
· Is there a formal policy covering recording, storage, retention, and access?
	· Meetings are currently recorded using a personal device (current Vice Chair’s device), due to sufficient storage capacity and accessibility.
· It was agreed in September 2022 that meetings would be recorded for accuracy and training purposes.
Policy and storage:
· A policy was agreed at that time; however, due to website changes and Clerk transition, this does not appear to have been carried forward or republished.
· Recordings are deleted once minutes have been completed.
Next steps:
· The Council agrees this is an area for improvement and will:
· Review and refresh the recording policy in due course
· Ensure it is formally documented and published
· Consider provision of a dedicated Council-owned device for recording

	4. Allotment Fencing Consultation
The minutes state that consultation on the fencing grant was limited to allotment tenants.
· How was this consultation carried out (method, dates, and communication approach)?
· What evidence exists to confirm all tenants were contacted?
· I am aware of several allotment holders who report receiving no communication — how will this be addressed?
· Will the consultation be revisited to ensure fairness and transparency?

	· There was no formal consultation specifically regarding submitting a grant application for fencing.
Context:
· Allotment fencing has been widely discussed in meetings and recorded in minutes as a known priority issue, particularly due to its cost implications.
· The decision to apply for grant funding was taken to support delivery of this already-identified need.
Clarification:
· Is there a reference to consultation? If so it will relate to ongoing discussion at public meetings, where allotment matters have been regularly raised and minuted. Or the PQs asking about consultation and requesting that this goes to all parish, which was not made a resolution 
· As this is an allotment-specific issue, engagement was focused on those directly affected rather than the wider parish.
Next steps:
· The Council remains open to feedback and will consider whether any additional engagement with allotment holders is appropriate as the project progresses.

	5. £600 Spend on “Small Projects”
The accounts reference £600 spent on “small projects.”
· Can you provide a breakdown of each project, including what was delivered and who approved the expenditure?
· Where is this documented and how can residents understand the benefit delivered?

	· The Parish Council sets a budget allocation for small projects, which is intentionally flexible. Some examples are Christmas Over 80’s gifts, window and garden competitions. 
Explanation:
· Specific projects are not always predefined, as priorities may change during the year depending on: 
· Grant opportunities
· Emerging parish needs
· Seasonal or reactive works
Governance:
· Expenditure is approved through standard Council processes and is recorded within Council accounts and meeting minutes.

	6. £1,000 Spend on Woodland Walk
The accounts show £1,000 allocated to the woodland walk, alongside ongoing work referenced in the minutes.
· What specifically did the £1,000 cover (e.g. materials, labour, contractors)?
· Was this linked to any external funding, and how was spend monitored?
· What oversight is in place for work carried out, including any involvement of volunteers?
	· A budget is allocated for woodland work; however, specific spend is determined throughout the year.
Factors influencing use:
· Seasonal requirements
· Reactive works (e.g. ash dieback or safety-related tree work)
· General maintenance needs
Oversight:
· All expenditure is subject to Council approval and financial monitoring processes, in line with standard governance arrangements.
There is funding from Pride of Place and this is for We are hoping to involve volunteers to assist in the planting.  Trees to be bought from the woodland trust x 60  Woodland Bulbs to be purchased from Bulb Specialist to be delivered in September.   We will need to purchase some bulb planting tools.

	7. Data Protection and Governance
Given that meetings are recorded and Parish Council business involves handling personal data:
· Can you confirm whether the Council has a published Privacy Notice and Data Retention Policy?
· If so, where can these be accessed?
· If not, when will these be developed and published?
	· The Council confirms that data protection arrangements are in place, but acknowledges that: 
· Documentation such as Privacy Notices and Data Retention Policies require review and updating.
Next steps:
· These documents will be reviewed, updated, and republished to ensure compliance with current requirements.
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